
World Regional Geography Reading Assignments                                 Unit 1: East Asia  
Name: ______________________________________     Class Period: _______________ 
 
Directions: 
We will not use this textbook very often in class. In fact, you can probably leave it at home or in your locker most of the 
semester. However, before the end of each unit we will take a unit exam and there are always a few questions on each 
exam from the Chapter. You will be asked to read certain pages from the book and complete the questions that go with 
each section. I will collect the entire assignment on the following due date ___________________________________.  

 
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL RIGHT BEFORE THE END OF THE UNIT TO COMPLETE. THE FOLLOWING PAGES SHOULD BE READ 
THROUGHOUT THE UNIT! 

 
CHAPTER 9 – EAST ASIA 

THE GEOGRAPHIC SETTING (PAGES 330-332) 

 He/Jiang –  
 

 Shan –  
 

 The topography of East Asia is very complex and has as many as four descending steps or elevation levels. 
Explain and provide an example of each level of East Asia’s topography. 
 

 Monsoon – 
 

 Typhoon – 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (PAGES 332-337) 

 Briefly summarize the impact that increased temperatures have had on China’s environment.  
 

 What did Japan host in 1997 in the city of Kyoto?  What was this meeting about?  
 

 What are the concerns raised by many experts over the construction of the Three Gorges Dam?  
 

 Briefly summarize the air quality throughout East Asia. Provide some examples from the text where air pollution 
is on the rise or has impacted the quality of life of a person/group of people. 

 
HUMAN PATTERNS OVER TIME (PAGES 338-343) 

 What made the Qin Empire succeed after years of warfare between kingdoms in China? 
 

 Confucianism –  
 

 What are a few Confucius beliefs? 
 

 Who was Genghis Khan? 
 

 Why is it that despite China’s strong economy and technological advancement in the early 1400’s they never had 
empires in other countries? 
 

 Which two European nations were eventually able to open up trade with China? 
 

 What brought about the Opium Wars in China? Who was involved in the fighting?  

 



 At the end of the Opium Wars what was lost by the defeated nation? 

 Not long after the Opium Wars broke out the Sino-Japanese War began. Explain the results of this war and how 

it impacted the status of the defeated nation? In what year did the Sino-Japanese War take place? 

 When the Qin Dynasty collapsed, ending dynastic rule in China, describe the state of the nation until the 

Communists took over in 1949.  

 Soon after the collapse of the Qing Dynasty two rival groups arose in China in the early part of the twentieth 

century. Complete the chart below for the two groups involved. 

Name of the Party Party Initials Name of the Party Leader Which groups of people did the 

party appeal to? 

    

    

 

 While the two parties were at odds with each other they did share a common enemy. For a brief period of time 

the two forced joined forced to fight against which country? 

  Mao Zedong transformed China into what is known today as the ___________________________ on October 

1, 1949, in Beijing’s _______________________.  

 Describe in full sentences how Mao changed the government of China after taking control.  

 

 Describe in full sentences how China’s communist revolution changed Chinese society under the leadership of 

Mao Zedong.  

 

 What was the Great Leap Forward? What was its impact and result on life in China? 

 

 How did the Cultural Revolution keep political control in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s? 

 

 After Mao’s death in 1976, what changes were made to China under their new leader Deng Xiaoping? 

 Shoguns – 

 What happened in 1853 at Tokyo Bay? 



 Meiji Restoration –  

 What occurred between 1895 and 1945 in Japan? 

 Summarize the events of the Korean War and the lasting impact of the war. 

 What happened after 1949 to the Chinese nationalists? What did they establish in Taiwan? 

POPULATION PATTERS (PAGES 343-346) 

 What concerns might the people of Japan have over their population? 
 

 Explain the One-Child policy in China and what impact this has had on Chinese society. 
 
ECONOMIC AND POLITCAL ISSUES (PAGES 347-356) 

 State-Aided Market Economies – 
 

 Export-Led Growth –  
 

 Summarize the Japanese Miracle following WWII. 
 

 Kanban –  
 

 Kaizen –  
 

 Special Economic Zones –  
 

 Which international organization was China admitted to in 2001? Why has this brought about a lot of 
international pressure on China? 
 

 What role did the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games play on international pressure for China to become more 
democratic? 
 

SOCIOCULTURAL ISSUES (PAGES 356-360 

 Use the sub-section on “Indigenous Minorities” to summarize some of the groups that are living in East Asia as 

minority groups and the challenges they are faced with living in the region.  

 


