
World Cultures – Mr. Allemang 

Bonus Outside Reading Assignment 

 

Assignment Requirements: 

1. Select a book from the following selections (General, Middle East, Russia, Latin America, and Newer 

Titles) 

 

2. Once a book has been selected and read you must complete the following to receive credit for bonus 

points 

a. 2 page summary of the book you have read (informative summary). 

b. 1 page summary of character descriptions. 

c. 1 page reflection of book – explain why you chose this book and how it has enhanced your 

understanding of the unit selected. 

d. Your paper must be typed, double spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman. 

e. Please include in your paper your name, period, date, and full title of the book you selected. 

 

3. Once a book has been selected you must let me know that you will be completing the bonus opportunity. 

You will have until the week before the semester final exam to complete. I will provide you with a more 

specific date as we approach the end of the semester.  

 

4. Total bonus for assignment = 10 points 

 
ONLY ONE EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENT MAY BE DONE IN A SEMESTER! 

 

 

GENERAL 
 
How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization by Franklin Foer 
272 pages; HarperCollins (2004); ISBN: 0066212340 

In this remarkably insightful, wide-ranging work of reportage, Franklin Foer takes us on a surprising tour through the world of 
soccer, shattering the myths of our new global age along the way. He finds that instead of destroying local cultures, as the Left 
predicted, globalization has revived tribalism. And far from the triumph of capitalism that the Right predicted, it has entrenched 
corruption. In his travels, Foer encounters a collection of fans that is stranger than fiction: an English hooligan with a Jewish mother, 
a Nazi father, and a career as a soldier of fortune; a soccer fan club in Serbia that turns into a brutal anti-Muslim paramilitary unit; 
and a raucous crowd of Scots who urge him to take sides in their age-old rivalry between Catholic and Protestant teams. Telling 
stories in turns wild, violent, funny, and tragic, the author is able to shine a spotlight on the clash of civilizations, the international 
economy, and just about everything in between. 
 
The 9/11 Commission Report by National Commission on Terrorist Attacks 
516 pages; Norton (2004); ISBN: 0393326713 
Nearly three thousand people died in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. In Lower Manhattan, on a field in Pennsylvania, 
and along the banks of the Potomac, the United States suffered the single largest loss of life from an enemy attack on its soil. In 
November 2002 the United States Congress and President George W. Bush established by law the National Commission on Terrorist 
Attacks Upon the United States, also known as the 9/11 Commission. This independent, bipartisan panel was directed to examine the 
facts and circumstances surrounding the September 11 attacks, identify lessons learned, and provide recommendations to safeguard 
against future acts of terrorism. This volume is the authorized edition of the Commission's final report. 

 
The Demon in the Freezer: A True Story by Richard Preston 
256 pages; Random House (2002); ISBN: 0375508562  

On December 9, 1979, smallpox, the most deadly human virus, ceased to exist in nature. After eradication, it was confined to 
freezers located in just two places on earth: the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta and the Maximum Containment Laboratory in 
Siberia. But these final samples were not destroyed at that time, and now secret stockpiles of smallpox surely exist. For example, 
since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, and the subsequent end of its biological weapons program, a sizeable amount of the 
former Soviet Union's smallpox stockpile remains unaccounted for, leading to fears that the virus has fallen into the hands of nations 
or terrorist groups willing to use it as a weapon. Scarier yet, some may even be trying to develop a strain that is resistant to 
vaccines. This disturbing reality is the focus of this fascinating, terrifying, and important book.  

 

War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning by Chris Hedges 

224 pages; Anchor Books (2003); ISBN: 1400034639 



 AThe communal march against an enemy generates a warm, unfamiliar bond with our neighbors, our community, our nation, wiping 

out unsettling undercurrents of alienation and dislocation," writes Chris Hedges, a foreign correspondent for the New York Times. In 
War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning, Hedges draws on his experiences covering conflicts in Bosnia, El Salvador and Israel as well 
as works of literature from the Iliad to Hannah Arendt's The Origins of Totalitarianism to look at what makes war so intoxicating for 
soldiers, politicians and ordinary citizens. He discusses outbreaks of nationalism, the wartime silencing of intellectuals and artists, the 
ways in which even a supposedly skeptical press glorifies the battlefield and other universal features of war, arguing not for pacifism 
but for responsibility and humility on the part of those who wage war. 

 

The News About the News: American Journalism in Peril by L. Downie Jr. and R. Kaiser 

320 pages; Vintage (2003); ISBN: 037571454 
This book presents a strong argument for a free and responsible press. It discusses modern issues in journalism, including problems 
within the news organizations of various media, the consideration of financial bottom lines and the rise of huge media corporations. 

The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad by Fareed Zakaria               

304 pages W.W. Norton & Company (2004); ISBN: 0393324877                                                                                                                                                                                      
A national bestseller, this provocative book asks, can you have too much of a good thing? Today we judge the value of every idea, 
institution, and individual by one test: is it popular? Or, more practically, do the majority of those polled like it? This transformation 
has affected not just politics but also business, law, culture, and even religion. Every institution and profession in society must 
democratize or die. Democracy has gone from being a form of government to a way of life. Like any broad transformation, however, 
the trends that democracy unleashes are not uniformly benign. Democracy has its dark sides, yet to question it has been to provoke 
instant criticism that you are "out of sync" with the times. No more. Woodrow Wilson said the challenge of the twentieth century was 
to make the world safe for democracy. This penetrating book challenges us to make democracy safe for the world.  

World on Fire: How Exporting Free Market Democracy Breeds Ethnic Hatred and Global 

Instability by Amy Chua;  256 pages;  Doubleday (2002); ISBN: 0385503024                                                                                                                                                         
A professor at Yale Law School, Chua eloquently fuses expert analysis with personal recollections to assert that globalization has 
created a volatile concoction of free markets and democracy that has incited economic devastation, ethnic hatred and genocidal 
violence throughout the developing world. Chua illustrates the disastrous consequences arising when an accumulation of wealth by 
"market dominant minorities" combines with an increase of political power by a disenfranchised majority. Chua refutes the "powerful 
assumption that markets and democracy go hand in hand" by citing specific examples of the turbulent conditions within countries 
such as Indonesia, Russia, Sierra Leone, Bolivia and in the Middle East. Chua blames the West for promoting a version of capitalism 
and democracy that Westerners have never adopted themselves. As a result, Chua explains, we will continue to witness violence and 
bloodshed within the developing nations struggling to adopt the free markets and democratic policies exported by the West. 

 

A Bed for the Night : Humanitarianism in Crisis by David Rieff 

400 pages Simon & Schuster (2003); ISBN: 074325211X  
Timely and controversial, A Bed for the Night reveals how humanitarian organizations are often betrayed and misused, and have 
increasingly lost sight of their purpose. Drawing on firsthand reporting from war zones around the world, David Rieff shows us what 
aid workers do in the field and the growing gap between their noble ambitions and their actual capabilities for alleviating suffering. 
He describes how many humanitarian organizations have moved from their founding principle of neutrality, which gave them access 
to victims, to encouraging the international community to take action to stop civil wars and ethnic cleansing. By calling for 
intervention, humanitarian organizations risk being seen as taking sides in a conflict and thus jeopardizing their access to victims. 
And by overreaching, the humanitarian movement has allowed itself to be hijacked by the major powers. Rieff concludes that if 
humanitarian organizations are to do what they do best -- alleviate suffering -- they must reclaim their independence. 

 

MIDDLE EAST 
 

All the Shah’s Men - An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror by Stephen Kinzer 

227 pages; Wiley & Sons; 2003; ISBN: 047126579 
With breezy storytelling and diligent research, Kinzer has reconstructed the CIA's 1953 overthrow of the elected leader of Iran, 
Mohammad Mossadegh, who was wildly popular at home for having nationalized his country's oil industry. The coup ushered in the 
long and brutal dictatorship of Mohammad Reza Shah, widely seen as a U.S. puppet and himself overthrown by the Islamic 
revolution of 1979. At its best this work reads like a spy novel, with code names and informants, midnight meetings with the 

monarch and a last-minute plot twist when the CIA's plan, called Operation Ajax, nearly goes awry. A veteran New York Times 
foreign correspondent and the author of books on Nicaragua (Blood of Brothers) and Turkey (Crescent and Star), Kinzer has combed 
memoirs, academic works, government documents and news stories to produce this blow-by-blow account. He shows that until early 
in 1953, Great Britain and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company were the imperialist baddies of this tale. Intransigent in the face of Iran's 
demands for a fairer share of oil profits and better conditions for workers, British Foreign Secretary Herbert Morrison exacerbated 
tension with his attitude that the challenge from Iran was, in Kinzer's words, "a simple matter of ignorant natives rebelling against 
the forces of civilization." Before the crisis peaked, a high-ranking employee of Anglo-Iranian wrote to a superior that the company's 
alliance with the "corrupt ruling classes" and "leech-like bureaucracies" were "disastrous, outdated and impractical." This stands as a 
textbook lesson in how not to conduct foreign policy. (From Publishers Weekly) 

 

My Father’s Rifle: a Childhood in Kurdistan by Hiner Saleem 

112 pages; Farrar, Straus, & Giroux (2005); ISBN: 0374216932 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Zakaria%2C%20Fareed/002-6346840-3082441
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Amy%20Chua/002-6346840-3082441
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Rieff%2C%20David/104-7007404-8676722


This beautiful, spare narrative tells of the life of a boy named Azad--in fact the author, a Kurdish filmmaker--as he grows to 
manhood in Iraq during the 1960s and 1970s. Azad is born into a vibrant village culture, to a family that is proud of its Kurdish past 
and hopes for a free Kurdish future. He loves his mother's orchard, his cousin's stunt pigeons, his father's old Czech rifle, his brother 
who is fighting in the mountains. But before he is even of school age, Azad has experienced strafing and bombing; he watches as 
friends and neighbors are assassinated; and he sees his father humiliated when he tries to get food for his starving family. Forced 
into a refugee camp in Iran for years, his family realizes, on their return, that Saddam Hussein and his regime are destroying the 
autonomy he had promised their people. In a burst of adolescent impatience, Azad briefly runs off to the mountains to fight for 
Kurdish liberty, like his brother. But Azad has also discovered art--drawings, poetry, film--and he senses that he must find his own 
way to advance the Kurdish cause. My Father's Rifle ends with his heartbreaking departure from his parents and flight across the 
Syrian border to freedom. Stunning in its unadorned intensity, My Father's Rifle is a moving portrait of a boy who embraces the land 
and culture he loves, even as he leaves them. 

 

From the Holy Mountain: Journey Among the Christians of the Middle East by William Dalrymple 

496 pages; Holt (1999); ISBN: 0805061770 
In AD 587, two monks set off on an extraordinary journey that would take them in an arc across the entire Byzantine world, from the 
shores of the Bosphorus to the sand dunes of Egypt. On the way John Moschos and his pupil Sophronius the Sophist stayed in caves, 
monasteries, and remote hermitages, collecting the wisdom of the stylites and the desert fathers before their fragile world finally 
shattered under the great eruption of Islam. More than a thousand years later, using Moschos's writings as his guide, William 
Dalrymple sets off to retrace their footsteps and composes "an evensong for a dying civilization"  

 

The Crisis of Islam: Holy War and Unholy Terror by Bernard Lewis 

224 pages; Modern Library (2003); ISBN: 0679642811 
This lean, muscular volume, an expansion of Lewis's George Polk Award-winning New Yorker article, sheds much-needed light on the 
complicated and volatile Middle East. To locate the origins of anti-American sentiment, Islamic scholar Lewis maps the history of 
Muslim anxiety towards the West from the time of the Crusades through European imperialism, and explains how America's 
increased presence in the region since the Cold War has been construed as a renewed cry of imperialism. In Islam, politics and 
religion are inextricable, and followers possess an acute knowledge of their own history dating back to the Prophet Mohammed, a 
timeline Lewis revisits. By so doing, the bestselling author of What Went Wrong? is able to cogently investigate key issues, such as 
why the United States has been dubbed the "Great Satan" and Israel the "Little Satan," and how Muslim extremism has taken root 
and succeeded in bastardizing the fundamental Islamic tenets of peace. Lewis also covers the impact of the Iranian Revolution and 
American foreign policy towards it, Soviet influence in the region and the ramifications of modernization, making this clear, taut and 
timely primer a must-read for any concerned citizen. 

 

What Went Wrong: Western Impact and Middle Eastern Response by Bernard Lewis 

180 pages; Oxford University Press (2001); ISBN: 0195144201 
This history compares and contrasts Western and Middle Eastern cultures from the 18th through the 20th centuries. 
 

Women in the Middle East: Tradition and Change By Ramsay M. Harik and Elsa Marston 

 192 pages; Franklin Watts (2003); ISBN: 053112220 
This book about women's roles in the Middle East includes case studies of women in Iran and Afghanistan and moves beyond the 
stereotypes seen on television. 
 

Charlie Wilson’s War - The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History  

by George Crile; 560 pages; Atlantic Monthly Press; 2003; ISBN: 0871138549 
Put the Tom Clancy clones back on the shelf; this covert-ops chronicle is practically impossible to put down. No thriller writer would 
dare invent Wilson, a six-feet-four-inch Texas congressman, liberal on social issues but rabidly anti-Communist, a boozer, engaged 
in serial affairs and wheeler-dealer of consummate skill. Only slightly less improbable is Gust Avrakotos, a blue-collar Greek 
immigrant who joined the CIA when it was an Ivy League preserve and fought his elitist colleagues almost as ruthlessly as he fought 
the Soviet Union in the Cold War's waning years. In conjunction with President Zia of Pakistan in the 1980s, Wilson and Arvakotos 
circumvented most of the barriers to arming the Afghan mujahideen-distance, money, law and internal CIA politics, to name a few. 
Their coups included getting Israeli-modified Chinese weapons smuggled into Afghanistan, with the Pakistanis turning a blind eye, 
and the cultivation of a genius-level weapons designer and strategist named Michael Vickers, a key architect of the guerrilla 
campaign that left the Soviet army stymied. The ultimate weapon in Afghanistan was the portable Stinger anti-aircraft missile, which 
eliminated the Soviet's Mi-24 helicopter gunships and began the train of events leading to the collapse of the U.S.S.R. and its 
satellites. A triumph of ruthless ability over scruples, this story has dominated recent history in the form of blowback: many of the 
men armed by the CIA became the Taliban's murderous enforcers and Osama bin Laden's protectors. Yet superb writing from Crile, a 
60 Minutes producer, will keep even the most vigorous critics of this Contra-like affair reading to the end. 

 

The Bazaar: Markets and Merchants of the Islamic World by Walter Weiss 

256 pages; Thomas and Hudson; 2001; ISBN: 0500018391 
This sumptuously illustrated journey through the bazaars in the old Islamic cities of the Orient shows how little they have changed 
since the Middle Ages. First the origins of the bazaar, its roots in the markets of ancient times, and the early Islamic fortresses and 
caravanserais are examined. Then the path of goods, carried by the trader's indispensable companion, the camel, is traced along 
legendary caravan routes like the Silk, Incense, and Amber Roads. After describing the everyday workings of the bazaar, the book 
focuses on traditional trades and crafts, including gold and sugar traders' markets, and the workshops of lute makers, fabric 
painters, glassblowers, and coppersmiths. We watch Persian carpet makers, perfumers, miniature painters, and calligraphers at work 
and meet people whose exotic trades are now dying out: sword, dagger, and fire makers, water sellers, magicians, storytellers, and 
silk weavers. With its detailed maps and plans, this book is an invaluable source of information for travelers to the Islamic world as 
well as for anyone intrigued by the "city within a city," one of the most mysterious and enduring forms of Islamic life. 



 

RUSSIA AND THE FORMER COMMUNIST BLOC 
 
Caucasus: Mountain Men and Holy Wars by Nicholas Griffin  
256 pages; St. Martin's Press;2003 ISBN: 0312308531  

Griffin wonderfully weaves historical facts and compelling characters in this adventure through the Caucasus region, the rugged land 
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. As the current home to the republics of Georgia, Chechnya, Azerbaijan and Dagestan, 
the Caucasus region is politically tense and historically convoluted, but Griffin deftly explains the past and present state of the region 
through two parallel narratives. First, Griffin describes his travels though modern Caucasus with a small film crew as they investigate 
the legend of Imam Shamil, a Chechen leader who successfully fought Russian invaders during the 19th century and whose exploits 
continue to inspire Chechen fighters today. Griffin then recounts the many stories and myths regarding Shamil, "a figure revered 
throughout the region, yet virtually unknown to the West," but who was "a front-page regular of the London Times" as he fought 
against the Russians for almost 20 years. Through powerful descriptions of the fierce combat between Shamil and the Russians, 
which pitted a guerrilla forces of an indigenous people against the massed troops of an empire, Griffin shows the many ways in which 
"the echoes of Chechnya between the mid-19th and turn of the 21st century are remarkable." This short work is an excellent and 
richly detailed look at an important but relatively little-known geopolitical region.  

 

Black Earth: A Journey through Russia after the Fall by Andrew Meier  

512 pgs; WW Norton & Co. (2003); ISBN: 0393051781 
How do you explain a state in decay?" the author of this engrossing, beautifully written book asks about a country where "the death 
of an ideology has displaced millions," a third of the households are poor, and epidemics of HIV, TB, suicide, drug abuse and 
alcoholism are rife. Meier, a Moscow correspondent for Time magazine from 1996 to 2001, attempted to answer the question by 
traveling to the four corners of Russia so he could report on the suffering of the people as they struggle to survive in the ruins of the 
Soviet experiment. He began in 2000 by going south to war-devastated Chechnya, particularly the town of Aldy, a district of Grozny, 
which earlier that year had endured the massacre of at least 60 of its citizens by Russian soldiers. He then traveled north, above the 
Arctic Circle, to the heavily polluted industrial city of Norilsk, originally a labor camp and now "a showcase for the ravages of 
unbridled capitalism," where descendants of the prisoners still mine for precious metals. Finally, he went west to St. Petersburg, "a 
den of thieves and compromised politicians" whose much-heralded revival is largely unrealized and where the people are still 
haunted by the assassination in 1998 of Galina Vasilievna Starovoitova, the country's leading liberal. After talking to scores of 
people-from survivors of the Aldy massacre to a harrowed Russian lieutenant colonel who runs the body-collection point closest to 

the Chechen battleground-Meier paints in this heartbreaking book a devastating picture of contemporary life in a country where, as 
one man put it, people have "lived like the lowest dogs for more than eighty years." 

 

 

 

 

Darkness at Dawn: The Rise of the Russian Criminal State by David Satter 

 314 pages; Yale Univ Pr (2003); ISBN: 0300098928  
Anticipating a new dawn of freedom and democracy after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Russians could hardly have foreseen 
the reality of their future a decade later: a country mired in poverty and controlled at every level by organized crime. This compelling 
book tells the story of reform in Russia through the real experiences of individual citizens. Describing in details the birth of a new era 
of repression, David Satter analyzes the changes that have swept Russia and their effect on Russia's age-old way of thinking.  
Through the stories of people at all levels of Russian society, Satter shows the contrast during the reform period between the 
desperation of the many and the insatiability of the few. Wish insights derived from more than twenty years of writing and reporting 
on Russia, he considers why the individual human being there has historically counted for so little. And he offers an illuminating 
analysis of how Russia's post-Soviet fate was decided when a new morality failed to fill the vast moral vacuum that communism left 
in its wake. 

 

Chasing the Sea: Lost Among the Ghosts of Empire in Central Asia by Tom Bissell  

416 pages; Pantheon Books (2003); ISBN: 0375421300  
Bissell's first journey to the former Soviet republic of Uzbekistan as a Peace Corps volunteer in 1996 was cut short by heartache and 
illness. Memories of that failure dog his return in 2001 to write about the rapidly deteriorating ecosystem of the Aral Sea. Once the 
size of Lake Michigan, the sea has already lost most of its water and will likely disappear by the middle of the next decade, leaving 
thousands of square kilometers of salty desert. Journalist Bissell examines that story, but also ponders broader questions about 
Uzbekistan and its people. Hooking up with Rustam, a young interpreter, he sets off on a road trip across the country. The format of 
the ensuing travelogue-cum-history lesson resembles that of itinerant political commentators like Robert Kaplan, right down to the 
repulsively exotic cuisine (e.g., boiled lamb's head) and mini-essays on the history of European imperialism in Central Asia. An 
ongoing dialogue with Rustam over the region's history and culture, and the extent to which both were shaped by the Soviets, adds 
a personal dimension. The account doesn't flinch from portraying the region's corruption-crooked cops appear regularly on the 
scene-but despite the frequent bouts of despair, for both the region and himself, Bissell refuses to give up on the Uzbeks entirely. 
The humor and poignancy in this blend of memoir, reportage and history mark the author as a front-runner in the next generation of 

travel writers. 

 

Siberian Curse: How Communist Planners Left Russia Out in the Cold by F. Hill & C. Gaddy 

240 pgs; Brookings Inst. (2003); ISBN: 0815736452 
Can Russia ever become a normal, free-market, democratic society? Why have so many reforms failed since the Soviet Union’s 
collapse? This highly-original work argues that Russia’s geography, history, and monumental mistakes perpetrated by Soviet 
planners have locked it into a dead-end path to economic ruin. It explains why Russia’s greatest assets—its gigantic size and 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Satter%2C%20David/002-6346840-3082441
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Tom%20Bissell/002-6346840-3082441


Siberia’s natural resources—are now the source of one of its greatest weaknesses. For seventy years, driven by ideological zeal and 
the imperative to colonize and industrialize its vast frontiers, communist planners forced people to live in Siberia. They did this in 
true totalitarian fashion by using the GULAG prison system and slave labor to build huge factories and million-person cities to 
support them. Today, tens of millions of people and thousands of large-scale industrial enterprises languish in the cold and distant 
places communist planners put them—not where market forces or free choice would have placed them. Russian leaders still believe 
that an industrialized Siberia is the key to Russia’s prosperity. As a result, the country is burdened by the ever-increasing costs of 
subsidizing economic activity in some of the most forbidding places on the planet.  

 

High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Khrushchev and the Cuban Missile Crisis by Max Frankel  

224 pages; Presidio Press (2004) ;  ISBN: 0345465059  
 High Noon in the Cold War is a thorough and concise history of one of the most important events in modern American history. In 
1962, when Nikita Krushchev tried to secretly install 60 medium range ballistic missiles with nuclear warheads on Cuba (along with 
40,000 soldiers, 40 MiG fighter jets, and no less than seven warehouses with a three month supply of food), he sparked the tensest 
and most potentially devastating stand off in American-Soviet relations; the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 

Putin's Russia: Life in a Failing Democracy  
Anna Politkovskaya 

288 pages (2007) 
 From Publishers Weekly At a time when many Westerners are ambivalent about Russian President Vladimir Putin, famed war 
correspondent Politkovskaya (A Small Corner of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya) argues that there is little to admire about the man 
or the country he has remade in his image. By recounting stories of the winners and losers in today's Russia, Politkovskaya portrays 
the country as a place where decency is punished, corruption rules and murder is simply a means of getting to and staying at the 
top. "Putin may be God and Czar in Chechnya, punishing and pardoning, but he is afraid of touching... Mafiosi," Politkovskaya writes. 
She's an attentive and compassionate storyteller, and the stories she tells are worth reading. The same cannot be said of her 
simplistic analysis. Politkovskaya's claims that Russia is more corrupt than ever before and that it's reverting to Stalinism, for 
example, may strike readers as provocative exaggerations. As someone frustrated with the Putin regime and furious about the war in 
Chechnya, which she argues is an omen of the state's future inhumane treatment of all its citizens, Politkovskaya is passionate and 
sometimes convincing. But she never adequately explains why, if life under Putin is so awful, 70% of Russian voters chose him for 
their president in 2004. 

  

First Person  
Vladimir Putin 

208 pages  
 From Publishers Weekly Prior to his sudden rise to the Russian presidency, Putin was virtually a mystery; this transcript of recent 

interviews goes a long way toward filling the blanks in his past. In eight chapters of q&a, punctuated with anecdotes from friends and 
family members, Putin recounts his boyhood in St. Petersburg (then Leningrad), the three years he spent as a KGB intelligence 

officer in Dresden, his return to the collapsed USSR and decision to enter politics and, finally, the day Boris Yeltsin asked him to take 
up the Kremlin reins. In Russia, this slim volume surfaced quickly during the brief interim between Yeltsin's resignation and the 
March elections. But rather than focusing on his political views and ideology, the interviewers devote the bulk of the text to Putin's 
biography--an indication of just how unknown the new Russian president is to his constituency. And the book succeeds in humanizing 
the uncharismatic politician. Through his childhood memories, readers learn that the gaunt, stoic man in the newsreels was once a 
spunky teen cruising the streets of Leningrad in search of girls and judo matches and dreaming of being a Soviet secret agent. Putin, 
it would seem, was just the socialist boy-next-door, or, in his own unironic words: "a pure and utterly successful product of Soviet 
patriotic education." The question he leaves unanswered is: how does such an ordinary and unassuming guy find himself the 
president of Russia in an era of unabashed political intrigue? 
 

 

LATIN AMERICA 
 

Killing Pablo: The Hunt for the World's Greatest Outlaw by Mark Bowden   

296 pages; Penguin USA (2002); ISBN: 0142000957  
A tour de force of investigative journalism-this is the story of the violent rise and fall of Pablo Escobar, the head of the Colombian 
Medellin cocaine cartel. Escobar's criminal empire held a nation of thirty million hostage in a reign of terror that would only end with 
his death. In an intense, up-close account, award-winning journalist Mark Bowden exposes details never before revealed about the 
U.S.-led covert sixteen-month manhunt. With unprecedented access to important players-including Colombian president César 
Gaviria and the incorruptible head of the special police unit that pursued Escobar, Colonel Hugo Martinez-as well as top-secret 
documents and transcripts of Escobar's intercepted phone conversations, Bowden has produced a gripping narrative that is a stark 
portrayal of rough justice in the real world.  
 

My Car in Managua by Forrest Colburn 

148 pages; University of Texas Press (1991); ISBN: 0292751249 
Histories of revolutions often focus on military, political, or economic upheavals but sometimes neglect to connect these larger 
events to the daily lives of "ordinary" people. Yet the peoples' perception that "things are worse than before" can topple 
revolutionary governments, as shown by the defeat of the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua and the governments of Eastern Europe. 
Forrest Colburn purchased a dilapidated car--and with it an introduction to everyday life in Nicaragua.  Providing the kind of prosaic, 
revealing details that more formal histories have excluded, My Car in Managua offers an objective, often humorous description of 
the great difficulties and occasional pleasures of life in Nicaragua during the Sandinista revolution. 

 

At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig: Travels Through Paraguay by John Gimlette   

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=Bowden%2C%20Mark/002-6346840-3082441
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author=John%20Gimlette/002-6346840-3082441


384 pages; Publisher: Knopf (2004); ISBN: 1400041767  
A wildly humorous account of the author's travels across Paraguay–South America's darkly fabled, little-known “island surrounded by 
land.” Rarely visited by tourists and barely touched by global village sprawl, Paraguay remains a mystery to outsiders. Think of this 
small nation and your mind is likely to jump to Nazis, dictators, and soccer. Now, John Gimlette’s eye-opening book–equal parts 
travelogue, history, and unorthodox travel guide–breaches the boundaries of this isolated land,” and illuminates a little-understood 
place and its people. 
It is a wonderfully animated telling of Paraguay's story: of cannibals, Jesuits, and sixteenth-century Anabaptists; of Victorian 
Australian socialists and talented smugglers; of dictators and their mad mistresses; bloody wars and Utopian settlements; and of 
lives transplanted from Japan, Britain, Poland, Russia, Germany, Ireland, Korea, and the United States. The author travels from the 
insular cities and towns of the east, along ghostly trails through the countryside, to reach the Gran Chaco of the west: the “green 
hell” covering almost two-thirds of the country, where 4 percent of the population coexists–more or very-much-less peacefully–with 
a vast array of exotic wildlife that includes jaguars, prehistoric lungfish, and their more recently evolved distant cousins, the great 

fighting river fish. Gimlette visits with Mennonites and the indigenas, arms dealers and real-estate tycoons, shopkeepers, 
government bureaucrats and, of course, Nazis.  
Filled with bizarre incident, fascinating anecdote, and richly evocative detail, At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig is a brilliant description 
of a country of eccentricity and contradiction, of beguilingly individualistic men and women, and of unexpected and extraordinary 
beauty. It is a vivid, often riotous, always fascinating, journey. 

 
Drumming for the Gods: The Life and Times of Felips Garcia Villamil by Maria Teresa Valez 

210 pages; Temple University Press (2000); ISBN: 1566397316 
Through Felipe's story, we explore the legacy of slavery in Cuba, the nature of Afro-Cuban religions and their musical traditions, and 
the history of bata drums. The second period covers the critical years of the Cuban Revolution. Here we see the effect of social 
turmoil both on music and religious practice (santero, palero, and abakua). The third period covers Felipe's life in New York as a 
refugee/immigrant, and the role of music in rebuilding his identity. Felipe's story illuminates his cultural practices and beliefs as well 
as the ways in which an individual musician selects and modifies the elements of his cultural heritage to create a voice that is 
personal and unique. Felipe not only lives through history but also makes history, shaping an identity that cannot be described as 
"Cuban immigrant," "Afro-Cuban," "religious drummer," or "santeria initiate," but is composed of all of them. 

Silence on the Mountain: Stories of Terror, Betrayal, and Forgetting in Guatemala by Daniel 

Wilkinson;  320 pages Houghton Mifflin Co (2002); ISBN: 0618221395                                                                                                                                       
Silence on the Mountain is a virtuoso work of reporting and a masterfully plotted narrative tracing the history of Guatemala's thirty-
six-year internal war, a conflict that claimed the lives of more than 200,000 people, the vast majority of whom died (or were 
"disappeared") at the hands of the U.S.-backed military government. 
In 1993 Daniel Wilkinson, a young human rights worker, begins to investigate the arson of a coffee plantation's manor house by a 
band of guerrillas. The questions surrounding this incident soon broaden into a complex mystery that compels Wilkinson to seek out 
an impressive cross-section of the country's citizens, from coffee workers to former guerrillas to small-town mayors to members of 
the ruling elite. Wilkinson's great triumph is that he finds a way for people to tell their stories, and it is through these stories. 
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